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GAO: U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY HEAVILY DEPENDS ON JONES ACT

A Government Accountability Office (GAO) report on Puerto Rico and American
shipping that says U.S. national security and military preparedness heavily depend
on the Jones Act. "A decline in the number of U.S.-flag vessels would result in the
loss of jobs that employ skilled mariners needed to crew the U.S. military reserve
and other deep-sea vessels in times of emergency," the GAO said. "According to
DOD officials, to the extent that Jones Act markets are unable to sustain a viable

reserve fleet, DOD would have to incur substantial additional costs to maintain and
recapitalize a reserve fleet of its own." Click here to read more.

LEADING U.S.-FLAG LAKES OPERATOR MARKS 100" ANNIVERSARY

The Interlake Steamship Company will celebrate its 100th anniversary on April 25. The privately held
company, headquartered in Middleburg Heights, Ohio, operates 10 U.S.-flag vessels on the Great Lakes
and annually moves more than 20 million tons of iron ore, coal, limestone and grain. With an overall
length of 1,013.5 feet, Interlake’s flagship, the M/V PAUL R. TREGURTHA, is the largest vessel ever built
for Great Lakes service. The company can actually trace its roots back to 1883. It has always been U.S.-
owned; operating American-built ships crewed by American mariners. Click here to read more.

American Maritime Partnership ("AMP") is the voice of the U.S. domestic maritime industry, a pillar of our nation‘s economic,
national, and homeland security. More than 40,000 American vessels built in American shipyards, crewed by American
mariners, and owned by American companies, ply our waters 24/7, and this commerce sustains nearly 500,000 jobs, 529 billion
in labor compensation, and more than $100 billion in annual economic output according to a study by PricewaterhouseCoopers
for the Transportation Institute. So efficient are these vessels that they carry a quarter of the nation’s cargo for only 2 percent
of the national freight bill, and being American owned, built and crewed helps make America more secure.


http://americanmaritimepartnership.com/news/2013/040313_GAO_Report.html
http://www.interlakesteamship.com/

